




















USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer and Lender 

 
DATE:                       September 23, 2019 
 
MEMO CODE:   SP 39-2019 

 
SUBJECT:                 Clarification on the Milk and Water Requirements in the School 

Meal Programs1  
 
TO:      Regional Directors  
      Special Nutrition Programs 
      All Regions 

 
     State Directors 
     Child Nutrition Programs 
     All States 
 
 
This memorandum rescinds and replaces SP 19-2018, issued August 6, 2018. This 
updated memorandum clarifies regulations that water made available to students in the 
National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) shall not 
compete with the milk requirement. The NSLP regulations at 7 CFR 210.10(a)(1)(i) 
require schools to make water available and accessible to children during the meal 
service. Similarly, the SBP regulations at 7 CFR 220.8(a)(1) require schools to make 
water available and accessible during the meal service if breakfast is served in the 
cafeteria. While water must be made available, schools must not directly or indirectly 
restrict the sale or marketing of fluid milk (7 CFR 210.10(d)(4)).  
 
There are several ways in which a school can implement the water requirement without 
restricting the selection of fluid milk. Memorandum SP 28-2011, Revised July 12, 2011: 
Water Availability During National School Lunch Program Meal Service, explains that 
schools can offer water pitchers and cups on lunch tables, a water fountain, or a faucet 
that allows students to fill their own bottles or cups with drinking water. There may be 
some instances where, to facilitate a smooth lunchroom service or in the case of safety, a 
school decides to provide bottled water to meet the water requirement instead of 
providing a water fountain or water pitcher and cups. In whatever manner water is served, 
it is not part of the reimbursable meal, and students are not required to take water.  
Furthermore, commercially packaged water and potable water should not be made 
available on the serving line in any manner that interferes with or appears to substitute for 
the selection of components of the reimbursable meal, including low-fat or fat-free milk.  
 
  

                                                
1 Pursuant to the Congressional Review Act (5 U.S.C. §801 et seq.), the Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs designated this memorandum as not a major rule, as defined by 5 U.S.C. § 804(2). 
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State agencies are reminded to distribute this memorandum to Program operators. 
Program operators should direct any questions concerning this guidance to their State 
agency. State agencies with questions should contact the appropriate FNS Regional 
Office.  
 
 

 
 
Angela Kline 
Director, 
Policy and Program Development Division 
 
 



NEGOCIADO PARA EL MANEJO DE
EMERGENCIAS Y ADMlNiSTRACIOH

ANGEL J1MENEZ COLON
COMIStONADO

,^^^;/ DEDESASTRES - SECRFTAR10
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ii^vy

^*'
GOBIERNO DE PUERTO FiiCO

11 dejuniode2025

Hon. Eliezer Ramos Pares

Secretario

Departamento de Educacion

VALIDACION DE PLAN OPERACIONAL DE EMERGENCIAS (POE)

Reciba un cordial satudo del personal que labors en el Negociado para et Manejo de Emergencias

yAdministracion de Desastresydelmfo propio.

ELNegociado para eLManejode EmergenciasyAdministracion de Desastres(NMEAD),tienecomo

responsabilidad la evaluacion, aprobacion y vaLidacion de los Planes Operacionales de

Emergencias (POE) de las Agendas del Gobierno de Puerto Rico. Aunque Los planes fueron
certificados por un termino de tres ahos, los mismos deben mantenerse en constante evaluacion,

ya que pueden surgir cambios debido a situaciones que puedan ocurrir que los mismos sean

activados.

Queremos notificarle que, durante este aho 2025, su plan fue revisado y el mismo, cumpLio con

todas las expectativas y Lo estabLecido en la gufa federal CPG 101 V3. Por Lo que queda validado el

POE de su agenda, recordando que es un documento vivo que requiere revision constante para

mantenerloaldfa.

Para cualquier duda o pregunta, puede comunicarse con este servidor al (787) 724-0124, ext.

40075 o al correo electronico, ajcolon(a)dsp.pr.gov/alozano(^dsp.pr.gov.

CordiaLmente,

a^^
Ang^l Jimene^Colon

Comisionado

Apartado 194140, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00919-4140 / 787.724.0124 / www.manejodeemergencias.pr.gov
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AUTORIDAD ESCOLAR DE ALIMENTOS  

 

 
 11 de agosto de 2025 
 
 
 
A todos los empleados de la Autoridad Escolar de Alimentos del Departamento 
de Educación 
 
Enlace firmado 
Franchesca Reyes Benítez 
Directora Interina 
 
IMPLEMENTACIÓN DE LA PRIMERA FASE DE DISTRIBUCIÓN DE AGUA EN 
EMPAQUES DE CARTÓN PARA ENFRENTAR LA OLA DE CALOR EN LAS ESCUELAS 
 
Con el objetivo de enfrentar de manera eficaz la ola de calor que estamos 
experimentando en Puerto Rico y asegurar que todos los estudiantes se 
mantengan bien hidratados, nos complace anunciar la primera fase del año 
escolar 2025-2026 de una iniciativa que beneficiará a todas las escuelas del 
Departamento de Educación. 
 
A partir del próximo martes, 12 de agosto de 2025, se comenzará a distribuir 
agua en empaques de cartón a todas las escuelas participantes del Programa 
de Desayuno y Almuerzo Escolar. Esta decisión se toma con el propósito de 
promocionar los servicios de alimentos que ofrece la Autoridad Escolar de 
Alimentos, provocando un aumento en la participación al comedor escolar. A 
su vez, garantizar la adecuada hidratación de los estudiantes, así como 
proporcionar una solución inmediata a las condiciones climáticas extremas 
que afectan a nuestras comunidades escolares.   
 
El agua será entregada en cada comedor escolar en empaques de cartón, 
diseñados para ser respetuosos con el medio ambiente y completamente 
reciclables. Cada empaque de cartón incluirá un código QR impreso que 
dirigirá 

http://intraedu.dde.pr/Comunicados%20Oficiales/202509021258.pdf
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dirigirá a los estudiantes a información relevante sobre los servicios y recursos 
que ofrece la Autoridad Escolar de Alimentos, así como a la ola de calor. Este 
empaque debe ser distribuido durante los servicios de alimentos que se 
ofrecen en los comedores escolares. 
 
Estamos seguros de que esta medida contribuirá significativamente al 
bienestar de nuestros estudiantes durante estos días calurosos. 
 
Agradecemos su colaboración y compromiso en la implementación de esta 
iniciativa.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IMPLEMENTACIÓN DE LA PRIMERA FASE DE DISTRIBUCIÓN DE AGUA EN EMPAQUES DE CARTÓN PARA ENFRENTAR LA OLA 
DE CALOR EN LAS ESCUELAS 
PÁGINA 3 de 3 
  
  

 
   

Calle Federico Costa #131, Ste. 100, Hato Rey, Puerto Rico 00919 I 787.773.6138 Ext. 4624901 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its agencies, offices, employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, 
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance 
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to 
all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or 
incident. 
  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for 
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.) should contact the state or local agency that administers the 
program or contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 
(voice and TTY). 
  
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other 
than English. 
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program 
Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to 
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To 
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: 
  
1.          Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence  Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410; 
2.         Fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
3.         Email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
  
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
 

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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